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FIVE TIPS TO REDUCE WILDFIRE RISKS

Wildfires are no longer confined to the western United States. Traditionally associated with dry, fire-
prone regions like California, wildfires are now affecting areas in the Midwest and even parts of the
Southeast.
This shift is driven by rising temperatures, prolonged droughts and changing weather patterns, which
are creating conditions ripe for fires in regions that historically saw fewer of them. As a result, more
communities are now facing growing threats from wildfires, prompting a need for broader awareness
and preparedness nationwide.
OCEC is working to reduce the risk of wildfires throughout our service territory. Through regular
vegetation management and grid maintenance and hardening practices, we are proactively working
to reduce risks and improve the reliability of our local system.
As a member of OCEC, there are steps you can take to prevent wildfires.
1. Properly extinguish campfires. Always douse your campfire with water, stir the ashes and
ensure everything is cool to the touch before leaving the area.
2. Don’t burn on windy days. Avoid outdoor burning when it's windy or dry, as embers can
easily spread and ignite surrounding areas.
3. Clear vegetation and debris. Maintain a defensible space around your home by removing dry
leaves, dead branches and other flammable materials.
4. Use equipment safely. Tools like lawnmowers or chainsaws can spark fires. Use them during
cooler times of the day and keep them in good working condition.
5. Follow local fire regulations. Always check for burn bans or restrictions in your area before
burning anything or using open flames outdoors.

For more information on wildfire prevention and preparedness, visit https://www.okanogancd.org/
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY TIP OF THE MONTH

Take advantage of the warmer weather to reduce home energy use. Avoid using your oven and use a
grill instead. Not only will cooking outdoors eliminate the electricity used to power the stove, but it will
also avoid raising the temperature inside your home, reducing the need for additional air conditioning.
You can also avoid using the oven with tasty no-bake recipes. Get creative in the kitchen and explore

new ways to save energy!
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Here are five effective ways to lower use at home.

3. Keep blinds, curtains and
shades closed during the
hottest part of the day to
block direct sunlight.

4. Use fans to circulate air,
which can make you feel
cooler without needing to
lower the thermostat.

5. Shift activities that require a
lot of energy consumption to
off-peak hours when
demand is lower.
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